ACE BASIN TOURS, INC.

1 Coosaw River Drive

Beaufort, SC 29902

Tel: (843) 521-3099
Fax: (843) 521-4446

email: info@acebasintours.com

Website:  www.acebasintours.com

Contact:  Stanley Lawson, President
The Company

ACE Basin Tours, Inc. is incorporated in South Carolina and commenced doing business in 1996.  It was formed as a privately-held company to offer tours exploring the natural beauty, wildlife and history of the ACE Basin. Located on the Intracoastal Waterway outside of Beaufort, South Carolina, ACE Basin Tours conducts regular and charter tours of the ACE Basin aboard the Dixie Lady, a 40-passenger covered pontoon boat. 

The ACE Basin
The ACE Basin is the geographic area defined by the confluence of the Ashepoo, Combahee and Edisto Rivers and is comprised of marshes, streams, rivers and sea islands on the Atlantic coast between Charleston and Beaufort, South Carolina.  The ACE Basin is the largest estuarine preserve on the Eastern Coast that retains its original pristine quality.  

In an estuary, fresh water from rivers mixes with sea water to form a complex and ever-changing environment for many varieties of plant and animal life.  In the ACE Basin the average tidal range is around eight feet, producing huge twice-daily inflows and outflows of sea and fresh water.  The rich marshlands of the Basin are scored with countless tidal creeks and rivers in addition to the main freshwater rivers that give the Basin its name.  The combination of high and low marsh, low-lying islands and myriad waterways provides a home for dolphins, alligators, minks, otters, foxes, raccoons, deer, eagles, ospreys, wood storks and many other varieties of waterfowl and other bird life.  Shrimp, crabs, oysters, clams and fish live in the nourishing waters of the Basin and provide food for many of the other residents.

The ACE Basin also was once home to many of the rice plantations that created enormous wealth in South Carolina in the 1700’s and early 1800’s.  The rise and fall of the tides enabled the planters to let fresh water in and out of the dyked fields as needed without the need for expensive labor or complicated machinery.  Remnants of the old fields and some still-working watergates or “rice trunks” can be seen in the Basin.  Many of the old rice fields are now planted with other grains attractive to migrating waterfowl and other species.

Two hundred years ago the deep rivers of the Basin afforded passage for ocean-going vessels that picked up and discharged cargo along the river banks but only a few vestiges of that once flourishing trade now remain.  What is left now is a marsh and sea island environment little changed from when European colonists first appeared on these shores in the early 1500’s.

The Captain
Captain Stan Lawson, tour guide, captain and part owner, is a former coast guard vessel captain as well as a local shrimper with life-long experience of the ACE Basin.  He spent much of his boyhood exploring the area and has extensive knowledge of the history and wildlife of the ACE Basin.  He also served as boat-wrangler for the shrimping scenes from the movie Forrest Gump.
Tour Details
 A typical trip is about three hours long, traveling through the marshes and sea islands of the ACE Basin.  Tours leave from the ACE Basin Tours dock on Coosaw Island.  The dock was featured as the Bubba Gump Shrimp Company in the movie Forrest Gump and other scenes from the movie were filmed at nearby sites.

The tour boat is the Dixie Lady, a 38-foot, twin-engine coast guard-certified, covered pontoon boat holding up to 40 passengers.  Cold drinks are available on board.  Passengers may bring their own food and beverages. A restroom is available on board.

Two regular tours are scheduled weekly from March through December, leaving at 10:00 A.M. on Wednesdays and Saturdays.  Special tours can be arranged at other times (including January and February). Reservations are advised but passengers often call or just stop by early on the day of a scheduled tour to see if any room is left.  

For further information contact Captain Stan at (843) 521-3099 or write or email to the addresses above.  Also check out the ACE Basin Tours Website at www.acebasintours.com for links to other sites related to the ACE Basin.

